A Heart for Reconciliation Group Gathering 1
Don’t Lose Heart
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Preparation
· Beforehand, everyone read all of 2 Corinthians in one sitting. Make note of the things that jump out at you and any questions that come to mind. Underline or highlight passages that have meaning to you.
· Read the Introduction in A Heart for Reconciliation. 
· As you gather, share a meal together, or have snacks and drinks for 30 minutes before beginning the group gathering. 

Gather
· Ask someone in your group to begin the group gathering with a prayer of thanks for the food and for the group.
· Share your name and some other interesting facts about yourself. Who invited you to this group?  Why did you say yes?
· When was the last time you wrote a letter to someone by hand, on paper? What's the longest letter you've ever written?

Word
· For those who read 2 Corinthians beforehand, what were your impressions? What jumped out at you? What questions did the text raise for you?
· Have the group discuss some of the questions that came up. You will find many of the questions will be addressed in the daily devotional materials, and also in the background material found at: http://bishopmike.com/2-corinthians. 
· Have someone in your group read 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 aloud. Listen for the word or phrase that grabs you the most. 
· Share around the room the words or phrases the grabbed you the most.
· In what ways are our outer natures wasting away as we grow older? Did the young people in the group feel their outer natures are wasting away?
· In what ways is your inner nature being renewed daily?
· What might it mean to look to the things that are unseen? What are the important things in life that cannot be seen? Love, for example, is not a physical, tangible, touchable thing, and yet it is very important. What are some other invisible, spiritual aspects of life to which we look to be renewed?

Send
· What will you do this week to pay more attention to those unseen, spiritual aspects of life, so that your inner nature might be renewed daily? What would be most helpful to stay mindful of these things?
· As a group, commit to the daily readings, the weekly group gatherings and weekly worship. 
· Confirm your dates and places for the group gatherings, and decide who will bring food. Are there child care needs?
· Take a moment for the group to share prayer requests. 
· Close with a group prayer or the Lord's Prayer. 

After:
· Read a chapter of A Heart for Reconciliation and half of a chapter of 2 Corinthians each day. 
· Set aside time for daily silent prayer. 
· Your pastor will be preaching on these five study texts. Think about the connections between what you hear in worship and your group conversation. 



A Heart for Reconciliation Group Gathering 2
New Creation
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17


Preparation
· Beforehand, read the first 3-5 chapters of 2 Corinthians, a bit each day, and the first six chapters of A Heart for Reconciliation, one each day. Take Sunday off of reading, and worship instead. Underline or highlight things that jump out at you and write any questions that come to mind. 
· As you gather, share a meal together, or have snacks and drinks for 30 minutes before beginning the group gathering. 

Gather
· Ask someone in your group to begin the group gathering with prayer. 
· Share with the group how your reading and prayer went this week. 
· Describe a time you embarked upon a new job or a new career, or moved to a new town. How did it feel to start over, anew.

Word
· What were your impressions of the first three or four chapters of 2 Corinthians? What jumped out at you? What questions surfaced for you?
· Have someone in your group read 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 aloud, or split it up among group participants willing to read. Listen for the word or phrase that grabs you the most. 
· Share around the room the word or phrase that grabbed you the most.
· What might it means to walk by faith, rather than by sight? What might Paul mean? What does it mean to live by faith? 
· What is the opposite of faith? Doubt? Fear? Despair?
· In what ways might you be becoming a new creation? In what ways would you like to become a new creation?

Send
· What will you do this week to walk by faith, and not by sight?
· As a group, make plans to do some kind of service project together.
· Take a moment for the group to share prayer requests. 
· Close with the group prayer or the Lord's Prayer. 

After
· Daily, read a chapter of A Heart for Reconciliation and half of a chapter of 2 Corinthians.
· Set aside time for daily silent prayer. 
· Your pastor will be preaching on these five study texts. Think about the connections between what you hear in worship and your group conversation. 

A Heart for Reconciliation Gathering 3
Open Heart
2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Preparation
· Beforehand, read through chapter six or seven of 2 Corinthians, half a chapter a day, and through chapter 12 of A Heart for Reconciliation. Underline or highlight things that jump out at you and write any questions that come to mind. 
· As you gather, share a meal together, or have snacks and drinks for 30 minutes before beginning the group gathering. 

Gather
· Begin with a group prayer in which each person gives thanks for one or two things for which they are thankful.
· Share with the group how your reading and prayer went this week. 
· Tell the group about someone in your life who you would describe as having an “open heart.” What are his or her characteristics? What impact has this person had on you? 

Word
· What were your impressions of chapters 3-6 of 2 Corinthians? Share anything you hightlighted or underlined. Discuss questions that emerged for group members.
· Have someone in your group read 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 aloud. Listen for the word or phrase that grabs you the most. 
· Share around the room the word or phrase that grabbed you the most.
· Throughout 2 Corinthians, Paul references a former “letter of tears,” and someone who has done something wrong. If the Corinthians are willing to forgive, he is too. Paul sees reconciliation as part of salvation. The time is now. When you have a conflict, why is it good to reconcilie as soon as possible? What are the risks of delaying?
· Reading all of Paul’s hardships, did they surprise you? Why does he mention them?
· What does Paul mean when he says their hearts are open to the Corinthian church?
· Why does he mean when he asks them to open their hearts too?

Send
· Are there those in your life to whom you need to open your heart?
· As a group, make plans to do some kind of service project together.
· Take a moment for the group to share prayer requests. 
· Close with the group prayer or the Lord's Prayer. 

After
· Daily, read a chapter of A Heart for Reconciliation and half of a chapter of 2 Corinthians.
· Set aside time for daily silent prayer. 


A Heart for Reconciliation Gathering 4
Eager Generosity
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
 
 Preparation
· Beforehand, read through chapter nine of 2 Corinthians, half a chapter a day, and through chapter 18 of A Heart for Reconciliation. Underline or highlight things that jump out at you and write any questions that come to mind. 
· As you gather, share a meal together, or have snacks and drinks for 30 minutes before beginning the group gathering. 

Gather
· Begin with a group prayer in which each person gives thanks for someone who has given them a lot in this life.
· Share with the group how your reading and prayer went this week. 
· Last week you shared someone with an “open heart.” This week, tell the group about someone in your life who you would describe as having a “big heart.” 

Word
· What were your impressions of chapters 7-9 of 2 Corinthians? Share anything you hightlighted or underlined. Discuss questions that emerged for group members.
· Have someone in your group read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 aloud. Listen for the word or phrase that grabs you the most. 
· Share around the room the word or phrase that grabbed you the most.
· This is a bold move. Paul has been begging for reconciliation, now, in chapters 8 and 9, he asks them to make good on a financial pledge they made to the poor in Jerusalem. Do you think this will help or hurt his plea for reconciliation? How might it bond them?
· What effect might Paul’s boasting about he offering of the Macedonian church have?
· What do you think Paul means in verse 12, “If there is eagerness, give according to what you have, not what you don’t have…”

Send
· What do you believe about giving? What were you taught as a child?
· Do you plan your giving? If you’re willing, share what kinds of organizations to which you give.
· Carry out your service project together if you have not already done so.
· Take a moment for the group to share prayer requests, then close with prayer.

After
· Consider your giving for the coming year. Plan it out. Talk to your family about it. 
· Finish A Heart for Reconciliation and 2 Corinthians.
· Set aside time for daily silent prayer. 
A Heart for Reconciliation Gathering 5
Powerful Weakness
2 Corinthians 12:2-10

Preparation
· Beforehand, read chapters 10-13 of 2 Corinthians, half a chapter a day, and through the end of A Heart for Reconciliation. Underline or highlight things that jump out at you and write any questions that come to mind. 
· As you gather, share a meal together, or have snacks and drinks for 30 minutes before beginning the group gathering. 

Gather
· Begin with a group prayer in which each person prays for someone in need.
· Share with the group how your reading and prayer went this week. 
· Can you share something that happened to you 14 years ago?
· Share a time in which you were weak, hurting, wounded, in the hospital, or grieving.

Word
· What were your impressions of chapters 10-13 of 2 Corinthians? Share highlights and questions. Coiuld you feel the different tone of this part of the letter?
· Have someone in your group read 2 Corinthians 12:2-20 aloud. Listen for the word or phrase that grabs you the most. 
· Share around the room the word or phrase that grabbed you the most.
· What tells you that Paul is actually talking about himself in this passage?
· Have you ever had a hard-to-explain, mystical experience?
· Paul may be descrbing a physical maladay. We know Paul had an eye problem, from Galatians. Paul could be describing a sin he can’t overcome. What would you guess Paul’ thorn in the flesh is?
· Why do you suppose God does not deliver Paul from his “thorn in the flesh?” 
· What might Paul mean in verse 9, ““My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.”

Send
· God often uses our weakness, our brokenness, our soft spot, to open our hearts and also minister to others. In what ways have your thorns in the flesh been a blessing to others? 
· When have you experienced God working powerfully through weakenss, rather than force?
· How has this group been for you? What have been the highs and lows?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Consider continuing with your group after a short break. Choose another study. Would you want to meet weekly? Every other week? What might be the benefits? Who else mght you include? Close with prayer. 
